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“Nothing in the world can take
the place of persistence. Talent

will not; nothing is more

common than unsuccessful

men with talent. Genius is

almost a proverb. Education

will not; the world is full of

educated derelicts. Persistence

and determination alone are

omnipotent.”

Calvin Coolidge
former US President
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The Study of Music Today
Few people are aware of the many new
developments in music education today. It is
quite common to identify music lessons
with the boring and repetitive exercises of
many years ago. In contrast to this, my approach
and material are uniquely suited to the needs of
the contemporary student.

BeginningMusic
Many people feel that they cannot begin music
after a certain age. This is a com- mon myth. Age
proves no obstacle to the
enjoyable pursuit of music. The mature
person has a better sense of his or her own
needs, makes better use of time and understands
the value and need for self- expression.

Leisure Time
How does anyone spend their leisure time?
There is certainly no shortage of alternatives.
The experience of music is a most satisfying
pastime. It grows even more satisfying as
students begin to devel- op their ability to play.

Creative Capacity
Since music provides an opportunity to
develop one's creative capacities, it should be
part of everyone's educational experi- ence. The
concentration and discipline developed through
the study of music is particularly valuable to
children or adults who have never been exposed
to creative music in the traditional school
setting.

Generation Gap
Music, so popular with youth, is an excel- lent
bridge to the so-called "generation gap". Music
favors neither male or female, adult or child. It
provides a unique oppor- tunity for
communication between parents and children.
Though few take advantage of it, participation
in music is one of the finest possible family
activities.

Relaxation with Music
Anyone who has accepted responsibility in life
has unavoidable pressure. It is most necessary to
have a way to relax from the pressures of daily
life. Music, with its emphasis on the relaxed
exploration of sound, provides an excellent
opportunity to escape from the tension and
pressures of daily responsibility.

Practice Time
It is commonly thought that the study of music
requires hours a day of boring practice. Rather
than long, tedious prac- tice, what is needed is a
very efficient and interesting lesson plan in
which stu- dents can develop their musical
ability within the framework of their own avail-
able time.

People have asked certain questions so frequently, it would be
helpful to summarize some thoughts about the study of music.
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